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This report on the observance of political and civil rights and freedoms was prepared by the Ukrainian

human rights platform "Uspishna Varta" for the period April-June 2018.

This report includes an analysis of legislative regulation and law enforcement practices in the framework of

government policy, as well as the status of social respect for the following rights and freedoms in Ukraine

in 2014-2018.

The right to freedom of speech and opinion

Article 34 of the Constitution of Ukraine, Article 10 of the European Convention on Human Rights and

Fundamental Freedoms, Articles 18 and 19 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.

The right to freedom of thought

Article 35 of the Constitution of Ukraine, Article 9 of the European Convention on Human Rights and

Fundamental Freedoms, Article 18 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.

The right to freedom of association

Articles 36 and 37 of the Constitution of Ukraine, Article 11 of the European Convention on Human Rights and

Fundamental Freedoms, Article 22 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.

The right to freedom of assembly

Article 39 of the Constitution of Ukraine; Article 11 of the European Convention on Human Rights and

Fundamental Freedoms, Article 21 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.

The right to political participation

Article 38 of the Constitution of Ukraine, Article 25 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.

This report assesses the observance of rights and freedoms on the territory controlled by the government of Ukraine.

The human rights platform "Uspishna Varta" has no mandate to operate on the territories of Crimea and

Donbass that are not under the control of the government of Ukraine in order to make an objective

assessment of the human rights situation on these territories.

This report is based on data obtained by the human rights platform "Uspishna Varta" via conducting

detailed interviews with victims and witnesses of human rights violations and infringements, experts and

human rights defenders, as well as via carrying out activities to assist in the protection of human rights in

documented cases. Among them - the monitoring of trials, advocacy work with the duty bearers on

respecting human rights, non-governmental organizations, and the media.

© 2018 Ukrainian human rights platform "Uspishna varta". 

All rights reserved.

More information about "Uspishna varta"can be found at uspishna-varta.com

e-mail: uspishnavarta@gmail.com

phone 0 800 20 40 04
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25% of all recorded violations of political rights and freedoms involved right-wing radical organizations,
primarily C14, "National Druzhina", "Bratstvo", "Right Sector", etc. In 20% of cases (11) a violation of human
rights and freedoms was committed by the Security Service of Ukraine. In general, the collective actions
of law enforcement agencies (SBU, the Prosecutor General's office, the State Border Service, and the
National Police) led to the violation of political rights and freedoms in 29% of recorded cases.

According to the results of monitoring in April-June 2018, the human rights platform "Uspishna Varta" 

recorded 56 violations of political rights and freedoms. From these, 37 cases (66%) were related to the 

violation of the right to freedom of speech and opinion; 10 cases (18%) - right to peaceful assembly; 

and 9 cases (16%) - the right to freedom of association.
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45% of the recorded cases (25) violated the rights of journalists - both Ukrainian and foreign; in

addition, the rights of some media companies were also violated (8 cases, 14%). Among the categories

of persons whose rights are violated it is also necessary to mention political parties and/or individual

politicians (mainly the left-wing ideological agenda), as well as public activists (14% and 9% of the

recorded facts, respectively).

© 2018 Ukrainian human rights platform 
"Uspishna varta"

Among the regions, Kiev is the leader in terms of the number of violations (34); the Dnepr (5) and 
Odessa (4) regions are also distinguished.

The infringement of fundamental rights and freedoms directly affects the democratic/civil and political space. 

If such restrictions are not removed, they could undermine the integrity and competitiveness of the 

presidential and parliamentary elections of 2019. Impunity to commit violations in both political and other 

categories of rights and freedoms is a systemic problem in Ukraine, especially in cases where extreme right-

wing groups or law enforcement agencies have been involved.

General situation with respect to political rights and freedoms in Ukraine
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Significant restrictions on the right to freedom of speech may arise in the event of the adoption of bill No.

6688, which was submitted to Parliament in June and proposes the possibility of the extrajudicial blocking

of websites. Ukraine is pursuing a consistent policy to limit the freedom of information exchange on the

Internet. Thus, more than 200 information websites, including Ukrainian ones, were blocked in June in

connection with the decree of President Poroshenko (May 14) on sanctions against a number of companies and

individuals.

Through the attacks of right-wing radical organizations and the penalties of the National Council of

Television and Radio Broadcasting, pressure continued to be systematically put on a number of major TV

channels that held an independent position in relation to the government (“Inter”, NewsOne, 112).

Representatives of law enforcement agencies used the situation with the staging of the “murder” of the

journalist Babchenko to force journalists to censor themselves. The Security Service of Ukraine (SBU) and the

Prosecutor General of Ukraine (PGU) read out some "black lists" of journalists - those who can be attacked

and those who criticized the authorities in connection with the staging of the journalist’s murder.

The practice of not allowing foreign journalists to enter Ukraine continues (cases of May 2, June 26, and July 10).

During the monitoring period the SBU reported two cases where users of social networks were detained for

"anti-Ukrainian materials" (26 April and 24 May).

In addition, the SBU still maintains the practice of detaining and arresting journalists and bloggers under the so-called

"separatist" Articles of the Criminal Code (treason, assisting terrorists, etc.). As a rule, detainees have no

alternative to staying in jail, and court hearings on their cases are deliberately delayed. Contrary to the calls

of international organizations for the release of these persons as prisoners of conscience, the leadership of

the state of Ukraine refuses to recognize the existence of political prisoners in Ukraine.

"Uspishna Varta" positively assesses the decision of the Korolevsky court of Zhytomyr on June 27 to

change the preventive measure imposed on the journalist Vasily Muravitsky after 11 months in jail to house

arrest. Also, human rights activists welcome the decision of the Court of Appeal of Lvov on May 29 to

return to the Prosecutor's Office the indictment in the case of the blogger Ruslan Kotsaba. However, the

journalist Pavel Volkov, who was detained for his publications on the Internet, has been in jail in Zaporozhye

since September 2017. On May 15, the editor-in-chief of RIA Novosti Ukraine Kirill Vyshinsky was also

detained and is under arrest.

The most urgent problem is the impunity in cases of physical violence against journalists and obstruction of their

journalistic activities. The National Union of Journalists of Ukraine (NUJ) recorded 22 attacks on journalists in

the second quarter of 2018. According to the statistics for 2015-2017, 96% of crimes against journalists in

Ukraine remain unpunished.

There is no progress in the investigation into the murder of the journalist Pavel Sheremet, the courts are

being delayed and the prosecution of suspects in the murder of the journalists Oles Buzina and Vyacheslav

Veremiy. As of the end of June 2018, no progress had been made in the criminal investigation into the case

against the “Mirotvorets” website.

The right of citizens to peaceful assembly remains limited by the lack of legislative regulation. Despite

the numerous recommendations of international organizations, the Ukrainian Parliament has not adopted a

special law on peaceful assemblies.

The practice of double standards in the application of criminal liability vis-a-vis the participants of the protests of the so-

called "Maidan" and "anti-Maidan" in 2013-2014 remains. For example, General Aleksandr Shchegolev, who is

accused of illegally obstructing peaceful meetings in February 2014, has been in jail for 3 years without a

sentence. At the same time, in May the participant of protest actions Ivan Bubenchik, who publicly admitted

to murdering two employees of "Berkut" on Maidan, was released on the bail of the people's deputies from

the Bloc of Petro Poroshenko.

General situation with respect to political rights and freedoms in Ukraine
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The human rights group "Uspishna Varta" carried out monitoring during all major peaceful demonstrations

and gatherings in Ukraine for the period of April-June 2018 in Ukraine. In general, according to the results

of the monitoring, with the exception of some incidents, they took place without large-scale conflicts.

The largest number of attacks against peaceful assemblies during the monitoring period was recorded by the

right-wing radical group C14. In particular, the representatives of this organization attacked a gathering of veterans

at the Vatutin monument in Kiev on 13 April; they assaulted the organizer of the protests against autocephaly

Valentin Lukiyanik (26 April, Kiev); they carry out systematic attacks against gatherings and meetings on

LGBT topics.

The police generally don’t charge the attackers. Thus, 56 representatives of C14 who participated in

skirmishes with participants of the march of equality in support of the LGBT community on June 17 in

Kiev were released after detention. In order to avoid clashes with the opponents of this procession, security

and law and order provided 5,000 law enforcement officers in the streets.

Only after a significant public and international response on July 10 did the police report suspicion to the

C14 coordinator Sergey Mazur concerning the pogrom of the Romani settlement on Lysa Gora in Kiev on the night

of April 20 to 21. On July 18 the Goloseevsky court of Kiev elected a measure of restraint in the form of

around-the-clock house arrest for two months. Police inaction and the absence of punishment for ethnic

pogroms and attacks could continue to generate a new wave of xenophobia and hate speech in Ukraine not

only towards Romanis, but also other minority groups, including internally displaced persons from Donbass

and Crimea.

The right to freedom of association is limited by the fact that opposition political parties continue to face

obstacles during their activities created by the state at both the level of the Ministry of Justice (the “Uspishna

Kraina” party) and via searches and the application of pressure by law enforcement agencies (the Nadezhda

Savchenko charitable foundation, M. Saakashvili's “Movement of New Forces”, Tymoshenko's “Batkivshchyna”).

During monitoring the human rights platform "Uspishna Varta" also recorded facts of the systemic

application of pressure by law enforcement and right-wing radical organizations on Ukraine’s left-wing

organizations and parties. On the eve of the Victory Day celebration on May 9, 2018, the SBU conducted a

series of searches at the Communist Party, and attacks by right-wing radical organizations against the offices

of left-wing parties in Kharkov and Chernigov were recorded.

The legal framework for elections in Ukraine (the right to vote and to be elected) after 2014 remains

fragmented and contains gaps and inaccuracies. During the 8th session, the Parliament did not adopt the

Electoral Code at the second reading and did not approve the new composition of the Central Election

Commission (CEC). The issue of voting rights for internally displaced persons (IDPs) from Donbass and

Crimea also remains unresolved. Instead of addressing these important issues, attempts have been made to

legislatively increase accountability for violations of the electoral law (draft law No. 8270).

Elections in 40 joint territorial communities (April 29) and early elections in the village of Tsebrykovo in the

Odessa region (June 3) demonstrate an increase in the number of cases of voters being bribed, pressure

being put on the candidates of opposition parties, and the use of new power technologies to disrupt

elections, including the raids of law enforcement officers at polling stations under the pretext of mining or

the threat of poisoning. In view of the approaching presidential elections in Ukraine in March 2019, these

trends cause human rights activists and observers to be seriously concerned.

General situation with respect to political rights and freedoms in Ukraine
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The right to freedom of speech and religion. The statements made by the President of Ukraine and the
decisions of the Parliament on the topic of autocephaly and the creation of a United local Church, active
political and administrative pressure being put on priests and believers of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church
in order to force them to adopt the project of the establishment of the EOC in a format that is considered
correct by presidential political circles is unacceptable interference by state officials in the internal affairs of
the Church, which is not only separated from the state, but also has the right to maintain its status, including
legal and canonical.

Human rights activists welcome the decision of the Kiev district administrative court (June 10), which
recognized the illegal inactivity of the Ministry of Culture regarding the registration of the statutes of 11
religious organizations of the UOC. At the same time, lawsuits over the canonical ownership of churches
and religious buildings of the UOC community (more than 50 cases) located on the territory of Western
Ukraine (the Rovno, Ternopol, and Volyn regions), as well as in other regions, continue to be filed.

Given the fact that the 2019 parliamentary and presidential elections are approaching, it is
extremely important to increase the level of attention of the Ukrainian and international community
in relation to the situation with political rights and freedoms being the most important basis for the
functioning of a democratic system in Ukraine.

General situation with respect to political rights and freedoms in Ukraine
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During April-June 2018 in Ukraine attempts to limit the right to freedom of speech and opinion at the

level of legislative and government policy, and in the framework of individual cases - which involved, first

of all, law enforcement agencies and right-wing radical groups - were recorded. During this period, the

human rights platform "Uspishna Varta" recorded 37 cases of the right to freedom of speech and

opinion being violated.

© 2018 Ukrainian human rights platform 
"Uspishna varta"

1 Draft Law No. 6688 from 12.07.2018 "on amendments to some legislative acts of Ukraine on countering threats to national security in the 
information sphere". The draft law was developed by the deputies of the People’s Front faction (included in the governmental coalition) 
and submitted to the agenda of the Parliament on June 21. On July 4, the draft law was approved by the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine on 
National Security and Defense (headed by Sergey Pashinsky, "People's Front"). 
http://w1.c1.rada.gov.ua/pls/zweb2/webproc4_2?id=&pf3516=6688&skl=9
2 The decree of the President of Ukraine №126/2018 May 14, 2018. http://www.president.gov.ua/documents/1262018-24150
3 On 16 May, 2017 by the decree of President Poroshenko access to the popular social networks VKontakte and Odnoklassniki, the search 
engine services Yandex, mail.ru, Kinopoisk, and Kaspersky anti-virus and Dr.Web was blocked.
4 https://strana.ua/news/146795-spisok-zablokirovannykh-v-ukraine-sajtov-dokument-ot-sbu.html
5 https://www.osce.org/representative-on-freedom-of-media/382522

THE RIGHT TO FREEDOM OF SPEECH AND OPINION

At the level of legislative regulation, the greatest concern of human

rights defenders is draft law No. 68811, which provides the possibility

of the extrajudicial blocking of websites. Among the proposed

changes are those that threaten the free development of the Internet in

Ukraine. Thus, people's deputies initiated the introduction of the

principle of temporarily blocking websites for up to 2 days (on the

initiative of the prosecutor or investigator) or indefinitely (by the court’s

decision). Consideration of the application will take place on the day of

receipt and can be taken in the absence of the suspect or accused, or

even to establish their identity. According to the human rights activists

of "Uspishna Varta", the fact that the draft law has been submitted to

the Parliament is a serious blow to freedom of speech and poses

significant threats to the media and the free exchange of information on

the Internet, the rights to which are enshrined in Article 34 of the

Constitution of Ukraine, Article 10 of the European Convention for the

Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms, and Articles

18 and 19 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.

The next restrictions on freedom of speech and opinion were imposed

by the decree of the President of Petro Poroshenko on May 14, 20182,

which introduced the updated sanctions of the National Security and

Defense Council on May 2, against 1948 individuals and 756 legal

persons3. Among them - a number of Russian media agencies, as

well as the Ukrainian media companies "Media innovation group" (the

"Ekonomicheskye izvestiya” agency) and "Ukrainsky biznes portal"

LLC.

Harlem Desir, the OSCE

representative on freedom of

the media: "Freedom of expression

and freedom of media are fundamental

obligations of member states of the

OSCE. Any restrictions imposed on

these rights should be limited in scope,

should be proportionate, and should

provide adequate guarantees. Foreign

media, as such, should not be included

on the sanctions lists.... I call on the

authorities to respect and implement

OSCE commitments aimed at

improving the conditions under which

journalists from one member state

work in other member states.“
5

In June, the providers of Ukraine received a letter from the SBU demanding to block about 200 Internet

websites. The document published by journalists includes the sites of the "DPR" and "LPR", the official

websites of the Crimean authorities, many Russian news agencies, as well as all subdomains of the

WebMoney payment service. The black list also includes the resources of the state media holding of the

Russian Federation "Russia today"4.

The OSCE and International Committee for the Protection of Journalists (CPJ) organizations are

against the inclusion of foreign media and journalists in the sanctions lists in Ukraine.

http://w1.c1.rada.gov.ua/pls/zweb2/webproc4_2?id=&pf3516=6688&skl=9
http://www.president.gov.ua/documents/1262018-24150
https://strana.ua/news/146795-spisok-zablokirovannykh-v-ukraine-sajtov-dokument-ot-sbu.html
https://www.osce.org/representative-on-freedom-of-media/382522
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The National Council for Television and
Radio Broadcasting continues to be one of
the main instruments of putting pressure on
independent media campaigns. On June 25,
the Deputy Chairperson of the National
Council Olga Gerasimyuk announced her
resignation to journalists. In a statement
published in the media, Gerasimyuk said that
the National Council "created conditions that
are unacceptable for independent regulatory
activities" and that "the work of an
independent regulator is markedly politicized"6.
However, on July 11, a regular meeting of the
National Council with Gerasimyuk took place,
during which the National Council refused to
extend the licenses of the two channels, and
fined the "Inter" TV channel7.

The facts recorded during 2014-2018 allow to
say that a set of measures is used to put
pressure on independent media by the
authorities:

1) Searches and the opening of criminal cases
against media agencies and their owners by law
enforcement agencies;

2) Penalties and the threat of revoking licenses
by the National Council on Television and
Radio Broadcasting;

3) Creating an atmosphere of intolerance
around these media and their journalists and
using hate speech against them by
representatives of state bodies and leaders of
opinions loyal to them;

4) Attacks and threats against journalists and
the offices of media agencies by right-wing
nationalist groups; the inaction of law
enforcement agencies in investigating such
attacks;

5) Delaying the consideration of media
companies' claims in court or ignoring court
decisions made in their favor.

6 https://www.radiosvoboda.org/a/news/29318803.html
7 https://inter.ua/uk/news/2018/07/12/6671
8 NewsOne noted that they fulfilled all the obligations stipulated by the contract and proposed to the TV and radio company to start 
negotiations and increase the amount of payments for the retransmission of their programs. NewsOne journalists did not receive an answer 
from the provider "Ekspress-inform", the ultimate beneficiary of which is the President of Ukraine Petro Poroshenko. Experts of the 
Ukrainian media market suggested that the actions of the provider are associated with the airing of the program "Ukrainsky format" on 
April 18, which was the first to broadcast the so-called "Onishchenko tapes" that recorded the fact of corruption with, allegedly, the 
participation of the President of Ukraine Petro Poroshenko

On May 9, 2018, representatives of the ultra-right wing organization
"National Corpus" ("Azov") blocked the office of the "Inter" TV
channel in Kiev, demanding to remove from the air a festive concert
timed for Victory Day. The Director of the Ukrainian Institute of
National Memory Vladimir Vyatrovich called the activity of “Inter”
“anti-Ukrainian and harmful" and called to fight "against attempts of
"’red’ Russian revenge in Ukraine". After the concert was broadcasted,
on May 15 the right-wing radical group again blocked the building of
"Inter" with the demand to change the editorial policy.

On July 11, the National Council fined the channel for the amount of
4 million hryvnia (about $150,000) due to the phrases voiced by the
hosts of the channel containing condemnation of Nazism as a
manifestation of fascism. The channel intends to contest this fine in
court.

“NewsOne” TV Channel

On 20 April the provider "Ekspress-inform" stopped the digital
broadcast of the TV channel “NewsOne” in Kiev and the Kiev
region8. On June 8, the Prosecutor General's office initiated criminal
proceedings against the official owner of the NewsOne TV channel
and opposition politician Evgeny Murayev under Part 1 of Article 111
(state treason), Part 2 of Article 383 (false information prepared in-
advance) of the Criminal Code of Ukraine.

Channel 112

In May the head of the National Council Yury Artemenko said in an
interview to "Channel 5" that the National Council in July, 2018
doesn't intend to prolong the license of the TV channel "112
Ukraine", because it allegedly has a negative effect on public opinion.
The channel regarded the threats of the official as blocking journalism
and in an open letter demanded Artemenko's dismissal. The Secretary
General of the European Federation of Journalists Ricardo Gutierrez
said that the “112” TV channel has the right to posses a license along
with other media agencies in Ukraine, and the organization hopes for
a fair decision from the head of the National Council.

© 2018 Ukrainian human rights platform 
"Uspishna varta"

THE RIGHT TO FREEDOM OF SPEECH AND OPINION

https://www.radiosvoboda.org/a/news/29318803.html
https://inter.ua/uk/news/2018/07/12/6671
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"The case of Babchenko" and censorship in the media. On May 29, law enforcement agencies

reported about the murder of the Russian journalist Arkady Babchenko living in Kiev. On the same day, a

number of officials claimed that there was a "trace of the Kremlin" in the crime. On May 30, during a

briefing the head of the SBU Vasily Gritsak and the Prosecutor General of Ukraine Yury Lutsenko

reported the murder of the journalist Babchenko was a dramatisation, and that the journalist is alive. The

SBU explained that there was a need to stage the dramatisation in order to identify the clients and

perpetrators of the alleged contract killings of more than 30 (later – 47) Ukrainian journalists and public

figures. However, the video presented by the SBU of the statements of the detained "client" Boris German

raised doubts about the involvement of the Russian special services in this case, and in general about the

appropriateness of this staging.

9 https://uspishna-varta.com/ru/novyny/situaciya-s-babchenko-inscenirovka-ubijstva-zhurnalista-podryvaet-doverie-k-pravoohranitelnym-

organam
0 http://europeanjournalists.org/blog/2018/06/01/ifj-and-efj-condemn-threats-against-journalists-in-ukraine/
11 https://www.osce.org/representative-on-freedom-of-media/383478
12 https://strana.ua/news/145027-sbu-ne-udalos-sokhranit-intrihu-mutnoj-istorii-s-massovym-rasstrelom-predstavitelej-smi-hlavred-strany-

ihor-huzhva.html

International organizations and diplomatic

missions demanded to explain the need to

stage the death of Arkady Babchenko, calling it

an "extreme measure"9.

In the opinion of human rights activists, law

enforcement officials used the situation with

the "murder" of Babchenko to force other

journalists to censor themselves.

Thus, the International and European Federation of Journalists (IFJ-EFJ) condemned the growing number

of threats against journalists in Ukraine made by government officials, and called on the Ukrainian

authorities to stop the acts of persecution against journalists and journalists' organizations10. In particular,

authoritative organizations condemned the so-called list of "26 traitors" who criticized the government in

the situation with Babchenko. The list includes, in particular, the journalist Miroslav Gongadze and the

Chairman of the National Union of Journalists of Ukraine Sergey Tomilenko. This list was published by a

press secretary of the Prosecutor General's office of Ukraine Larisa Sargan on her page on Facebook. The

OSCE representative on freedom of the media Harlem Desir called the publication of this list and the

accusations of treason made against journalists "unacceptable and dangerous"11.

In addition, the “Strana.ua” Internet website reported that after the publication of the list of 47

Ukrainian journalists and bloggers, who, according to the special services, risk being murdered within the

framework of the so-called "case of Babchenko", employees of the Main Investigation Department of the

SBU initiated criminal proceedings concerning the disclosure of data from the pre-trial investigation (Part 1

of Article 387 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine). The editor-in-chief of the website Igor Guzhva stated that

the initiation of a new criminal case is an attempt by the authorities to intimidate journalists12.

Earlier in May, the Secretary of the National Security and Defense Council Aleksandr Turchynov urged the

SBU to add the media agencies that broadcasted the parade on May 9 from Donetsk and Moscow to the

so-called "black list". At least one media agency (the "Korrespondent" website) is known, against which a

criminal case was initiated under Part 2 of Article 436-1 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine (propaganda of

the Communist totalitarian regime through the media) because of the organization of a live broadcast of

the "military parade" in Donetsk.

© 2018 Ukrainian human rights platform 
"Uspishna varta"

THE RIGHT TO FREEDOM OF SPEECH AND OPINION

https://uspishna-varta.com/ru/novyny/situaciya-s-babchenko-inscenirovka-ubijstva-zhurnalista-podryvaet-doverie-k-pravoohranitelnym-organam
http://europeanjournalists.org/blog/2018/06/01/ifj-and-efj-condemn-threats-against-journalists-in-ukraine/
https://www.osce.org/representative-on-freedom-of-media/383478
https://strana.ua/news/145027-sbu-ne-udalos-sokhranit-intrihu-mutnoj-istorii-s-massovym-rasstrelom-predstavitelej-smi-hlavred-strany-ihor-huzhva.html
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Deportation and non-admission of foreign journalists. During 2015-2018, the Security Service of

Ukraine (SBU) and the National Security and Defense Council of Ukraine (NSDC) consistently introduced

restrictive measures on the work of foreign, primarily Russian journalists in Ukraine. Contrary to the

recommendations and observations of international organizations and monitoring missions, the practice of

deportation and non-admission of foreign journalists to Ukraine remains as of June 2018.

On May 2, the State Border Service did not allow journalists from Italy, the Czech Republic, and

Russia into Ukraine to cover the situation in Odessa on the anniversary of the tragedy on Kulikovo field,

referring to the untruthfulness of their coverage of the events that happened during the last period of time

in Ukraine. On June 26, the State Border Service did not let into Ukraine a citizen of the South Africa, the

correspondent of Russia Today Paula Slier, and a Russian TV presenter, the representative of the Union of

Journalists of Russia Evgeny Primakov, who arrived in Kiev for the OSCE conference. On July 10 in Kiev

the British journalist John Warren was not allowed entry and was banned from entry for 3 years due to

his unauthorized visits to Crimea in September-October 2015.

Detention for posts on social media. After the publication of the decree of President Poroshenko on the

prohibition of the Russian social networks VKontakte and Odnoklassniki in Ukraine in May 2017, during

2017-2018 the SBU publicly stated the facts of detaining persons who, as a rule, were called either

administrators of "anti-Ukrainian" groups on social networks, or were the authors and/or distributors of

"anti-Ukrainian posts". The detention of users of social networks continued in April-June 2018.

On May 24, the SBU reported about the detention of an "anti-

Ukraine agitator" in Odessa. According to the SBU, the

woman posted “anti-Ukrainian materials” on her pages on

Russian social networks with calls to change the border and the

constitutional system of Ukraine, and the promotion of

terrorism.

The SBU didn’t report either the names or the place of

residence of the detainees, and thus human rights defenders

and lawyers cannot respond quickly to such cases.

Since 2015, the practice of bringing journalists and

bloggers to criminal responsibility under "separatist"

Articles has become excessively widely used by the SBU.

Detainees as a rule have no alternative other than to stay in jail,

and court hearings on their cases are deliberately delayed.

Contrary to the appeals of international organizations to release

these persons as prisoners of conscience, the leadership of the

state of Ukraine refuses to recognize the presence of political

prisoners in Ukraine.

© 2018 Ukrainian human rights platform 
"Uspishna varta"

THE RIGHT TO FREEDOM OF SPEECH AND OPINION

According to the SBU, at the end of 

2017 388 so-called "perpetrators" 

were arrested who were involved in 

the administration and moderation of 

anti-Ukrainian pages on the 

Internet. In all cases the SBU 

reported that the actions of the 

detainees were qualified under Article 

109 (actions aimed at violently 

changing or overthrowing the 

constitutional order or seizing state 

power), Article 110 (infringement of 

the territorial integrity and 

inviolability of Ukraine), and 

Article 258-3 (creation of a terrorist 

group or terrorist organization) of the 

Criminal Code of Ukraine.

During April-June 2018, the following cases were constantly monitored by the human rights platform 
"Uspishna Varta".
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13 https://uspishna-varta.com/ru/novyny/advokaty-i-pravozashitniki-dobilis-osvobozhdeniya-zhurnalista-muravickogo
14 https://uspishna-varta.com/ru/pravozashhitnye-kejsy/99

Vasily Muravitsky – opposition journalist and expert-

analyst. He was detained by the SBU on August 2, 2017 on

charges of high treason upon the fact of concluding a

standard employment contract with an international

Russian publication, where he published his analytical

column. For these publications Muravitsky was accused of

“psychologically manipulating public consciousness” and

even fundraising in favor of the “DPR” and “LPR”, and

was called a “pro-Kremlin” journalist-blogger. Allegedly,

on the instructions of "Russian curators" Muravitsky

prepared and distributed anti-Ukrainian materials. Amnesty

International declared V. Muravitsky as a prisoner of

conscience.

"Uspishna Varta" monitored the court sessions on the case of Muravitsky on 7 May, 1 June, and 13 June.

During these hearings the court sent the investigation materials back for revision, extending the preventive

measure imposed on the journalist. At a meeting on June 1 the Prosecutor demanded to bring the lawyer of

the defendant to responsibility for speaking in the Russian language. According to lawyers, the Prosecutor's

office artificially delayed consideration of the case. On June 27, the Korolevsky court of Zhytomyr

changed the measure of restraint, after 11 months in jail the journalist was transferred to house

arrest13.

Despite Pavel's deteriorating health, the court refuses to change the measure of restraint to house arrest. 

At the same time, during the trial, a significant part of the evidence of the prosecution was declared 

inadmissible, and the conducted linguistic examinations confirm his innocence.

On July 5, 2018 the Shevchenko court of Zaporozhye again extended the measure of restraint imposed on 

the journalist to September 2. The next court session is scheduled for August 27. Volkov's defense sent a 

request to the European Parliament to pay attention to the arrested journalist14.

Pavel Volkov - journalist and blogger. He was arrested

on September 27, 2017 and charged under Part 2 of

Article 110 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine -

encroachment on the territorial integrity of Ukraine (a

group of persons) and Article 258-3 - other assistance to

terrorists. Both Articles are incriminated to him for

publications on the Internet and an allegedly found badge

of a referendum observer in Donetsk. The group of

persons (Part 2, Article 110) in the indictment appears as

"unidentified", making it possible to unprovenly qualify

the article of the prosecution as something more serious.

© 2018 Ukrainian human rights platform 
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15 https://uspishna-varta.com/ru/novyny/intervju-advokata-kirilla-vyshinskogo-andreja-domanskogo
16 https://uspishna-varta.com/ru/novyny/hersonskij-sud-ostavil-v-sile-meru-presecheniya-dlya-kirilla-vyshinskogo
17 https://uspishna-varta.com/ru/novyny/sud-vtoroj-raz-vernul-na-dorabotku-prokurature-obvinitelnyj-akt-po-delu-kocaby

The journalist Ruslan Kotsaba from Ivano-Frankovsk
was accused of high treason for publishing a video
calling against military mobilization. On February 7,
2015, SBU officers arrested Kotsaba. He was jailed for
524 days without an alternative option.

On July 14, 2016, the Court of Appeal fully acquitted
and released the journalist. On March 30, 2017, the
Prosecutor's office received an appeal and the Supreme
Court returned the case to the Court of Appeal for
reconsideration.

Vyshinsky's lawyer told “Uspishna Varta” that the searches had been carried out with violations, and the

pieces of evidence that had been attached by the prosecution were inadmissible. Concern about the

detention of Vyshinsky and the consequences that it can lead to in terms of the freedom of the country’s

media was expressed by the organization Reporters Without Borders (RSF), the Council of Europe, and the

UN Office for Human Rights. The OSCE Representative on freedom of the media Harlem Desir called on

the government to refrain from imposing restrictions on the work of journalists.

The human rights platform “Uspishna Varta” monitored the court hearings on Vyshinsky’s case on 17 and

29 May. On June 1, the Court of Appeal of the Kherson region refused to change the measure of restraint

imposed on the journalist. During the court session, Vyshinsky stated that he had renounced his Ukrainian

citizenship, and appealed to the president of the Russian Federation to defend him16. On June 22, Kiev did

not allow the employee of the Russian consulate to visit Vyshinsky. At the end of June the Russian

ombudswoman Tatyana Moskalkova also did not receive consent from Kiev for a meeting. Lyudmila

Denisova, the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine's Human Rights Commissioner, said that until she is allowed to

visit Ukraine's political prisoner Oleg Sentsov, the Russian ombudswoman would not be allowed to see

Vyshinsky.

On May 29, 2018, the Lvov Court of Appeal decided to return the indictment in Kotsaba’s case to the 

Prosecutor's office for revision due to being inadequate to the norms of the law of Ukraine. This is already 

the second case - after the Dolinsky court of the Ivano-Frankovsk region - where such a decision has been 

made. The lawyer Tatyana Montyan noted that currently there are 44 procedural documents in the register 

of court decisions in the case of Ruslan Kotsaba. Prosecutors can sent these cases to court. I.e., the final 

point on the case of Ruslan Kotsaba is not being applied17.

Kirill Vyshinsky, editor-in-chief of RIA Novosti
Ukraine, was detained by the SBU on May 15, 2018 on
suspicion of treason (Part 1, Article 111 of the Criminal
Code of Ukraine)15. On the same day, the SBU
conducted searches at the editorial office and in the
homes of some of the employees of RIA Novosti
Ukraine. According to the SBU, the reason to suspect
Vyshinsky of high treason is that as early as 2014 the
journalist allegedly justified the annexation of Crimea,
and allegedly supported the self-proclaimed Donetsk
and Lugansk "People's Republics". Proof of his
"subversive activities" in Crimea allegedly is the state
award of the Russian Federation. On May 17, 2018 the
Kherson City Court took the decision to arrest
Vyshinsky for 60 days without bail.
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18. http://nsju.org/index.php/article/7222

Physical violence against journalists and the obstruction of journalistic activities. The National

Union of Journalists of Ukraine (NJU) in its monitoring "the index of physical safety of journalists of

Ukraine for the second quarter of 2018” recorded 22 attacks on journalists18. Most of the incidents

occurred in Kiev and the Kiev region - 9 cases; in the Dnepr region – 3; in the West of the country, in

particular, the Volyn and Rovno regions, Uzhgorod, and Lvov - 5 acute situations with the use of force

against journalists. In general, according to the monitoring "index of physical safety of journalists of

Ukraine", for the first half of 2018 45 incidents involving journalists were recorded.

One of the most cruel was the attack on two Volyn journalists -

Sergey Shapoval from the bureau of journalistic investigations 

Volyn 24 and Roman Kharchenko from Channel 12, who on 

April 20 carried out a journalistic investigation into the activities of 

illegal gas stations in the Ternopol region. The journalists were 

attacked and badly beaten, they were held in the premises by force, 

and the expensive equipment that they used for filming was broken.

The main problem remains the impunity

enjoyed by those who attack journalists and

obstruct journalistic activities. According to

statistics for 2015-2017, 96% of crimes

against journalists in Ukraine remain

unpunished.

With the support of the human rights platform “Uspishna Varta”, 

legal aid is being given to the journalist from Zhytomyr Ruslan

Kunavin (Moroz), who was attacked on June 10, 2017 and 

robbed. He was receiving inpatient treatment for more than a 

month, but because of the severity of the injuries and being 

discharged, he also needs to continue his treatment. Consideration 

of the case of Moroz in court kept being postponed for a long 

time for various reasons. Only on July 12, 2017, after numerous 

delays, a hearing was held on this case. Those who are suspected 

of beating the journalist are charged under Part 2 of Article 187 

(robbery by a group of persons), for which they face 7 to 10 years 

of imprisonment. Despite the gravity of the Articles of the 

prosecution, they have been kept under house arrest for all this 

time, and not even around-the-clock house arrest.

During the second quarter there was also no progress in investigating the murders of journalists and

prosecuting the suspects. On June 1, the Prosecutor General Yury Lutsenko on the air of the Ukrainian

TV channel said that the investigation had not made any progress concerning any of the narratives in the

case of the murder of the journalist Pavel Sheremet, who was blown up in his car on July 20, 2016. An

alternative investigation conducted by independent organizations showed that the investigators did not

question key witnesses, and the records of the surveillance cameras were not checked.

On June 7, the Shevchenko court restarted the preparatory hearing on the case of the murder of the

journalist Oles Buzina (killed on April 16, 2015), annulling all previous results of the case. Appointed on

June 15, the next hearing on the case of the murder of Buzina was moved to August 9 under a formal

pretext, and the jury that came weren’t given memos. The process of reading out the indictment to the

accused in the murder of the journalist Vyacheslav Veremi (2014) is continuing, and the next court

session on this case is scheduled for July 20.

Both Ukrainian and international organizations have repeatedly expressed their concern about the activities

of the “Mirotvorets” website, on which lists of people (along with their personal data) are being

published who are allegedly associated with armed groups and labelled as "terrorists". Such a list violates

the presumption of innocence, the right to privacy, and the protection of personal data. As of the end of

June 2018, there hasn’t been any progress in the criminal investigation concerning the case against the

website "Mirotvorets", which is still functioning.
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Contrary to the numerous recommendations of international organizations, the Ukrainian Parliament has

not adopted a special law on peaceful assemblies, which would regulate the time period of issuing

notification of an event, its form, mass character, place and time, the duties of law enforcement bodies to

protect the event, as well as restrictions on the implementation of this right. In 2015, 2 relevant draft laws

were registered in the Parliament, but they received significant criticism from human rights activists and

international observers. In 2016, the Venice Commission published recommendations for draft laws, but as

of June 2018, the law still hasn’t been finalized and adopted. The relevance of the adoption of the law on

peaceful assemblies sharply increases on the eve of the presidential and parliamentary elections in Ukraine

in 2019.

One of the main problematic issues is the double standards in the application of criminal liability

against participants of the protests of the so-called "Maidan" and "anti-Maidan" in 2013-2014. In

many cases, 4 years after the events of Maidan of 2013-2014, the Prosecutor General's office actually starts

anew the investigation into the facts of the dispersal of of protesters and other incidents. Thus, on July 10

the Prosecutor General's office reported suspicion illegally detaining activists of Maidan to two former

fighters of the police division "Berkut", one of which is an acting police officer.

At the same time, a number of persons involved in these criminal proceedings have been in prison

for 3 to 4 years, waiting for the completion of trials. Despite the absence of grounds for the detention

of suspects in court, this exceptional measure of restraint is applied. The illegal actions of the participants

of protest actions on the Maidan of 2013-2014 either aren’t investigated by the Prosecutor's office in

connection with the law on amnesty for the participants of the Revolution of dignity19 adopted in 2014, or

the charges against them are intentionally "mitigated".

Aleksandr Shchegolev - Major General of the SBU, was

detained on February 21, 2015. He is charged with illegally

obstructing the holding of peaceful meetings, rallies, and

demonstrations, and abusing his authority during the events

of February 2014. Shchegolev has been accused in this case

for 3 years, and he has spent this same period of time (since

August 2015) in a pre-trial detention center, without a verdict.

The court returned the indictment to the Prosecutor twice,

and only on the third time was the case accepted for

consideration.

According to Shchegolev's lawyers, radical persons attending court sessions put the judges under pressure. In this regard, the

judges refuse to let lawyers change the order of consideration of the case due to the violation of reasonable timeframes and

the obvious delays. On April 18, 2018, the court once again extended the measure of restraint imposed on Shchegolev,

despite the readiness of the people's Deputy M. Dobkin to take the accused out on bail. On May 22, the panel of judges

extended the detention of Aleksandr Shchegolev for another 60 days. Lawyers argue that the main purpose of the trial is

torture via prison and confinement20.

19 The law "on eliminating the negative consequences and preventing the prosecution and punishment of participants of the events that 

took place during peaceful assemblies" dated 21 February 2014
20 https://uspishna-varta.com/ru/video/view/53

The participant of protest actions on Maidan in 2013-2014 Ivan

Bubenchik was arrested in 2018 in the framework of a criminal case

initiated after the murder of police officers during the protests in the

winter of 2014. In the documentary "Prisoners" (2016), he said that on

the morning of February 20, 2014 he killed two employees of "Berkut"

by shooting them in the back of the head and wounded several others in

the knees using a machine gun. On April 5, 2018, the Prosecutor

General's office declined to hand over suspicion to Bubenchik under

Article 115 (premeditated murder), which was initially presented to him,

and announced a new one, which falls under the law on "amnesty" for

the participants of the "Revolution of dignity". On 17 May 2018 the

Pechersky district court of Kiev released Ivan Bubenchik on the bail of

two deputies from the "Bloc of Petro Poroshenko” party.
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The human rights group "Uspishna Varta" carried out monitoring of all major peaceful demonstrations

and gatherings in Ukraine for the period of April-June 2018 in Ukraine. According to the results of the

monitoring, it is possible to ascertain, with the exception of some incidents, that they took place without

large-scale conflicts. The work of the police, which prevented the bloody attacks of representatives of

ultra-right nationalist organizations against peaceful demonstrators, can also be noted.

21 Interview with the leader of C14 E. Karas http://news.liga.net/politics/interview/s14_kto_oni_i_pochemu_im_pozvoleno_bit_lyudey
22 https://uspishna-varta.com/ru/novyny/kak-ukraina-otmetila-9-maya-obzor-pravozashhitnoj-gruppy-uspishna-varta

In April-June 2018 the highest number of

attacks on peaceful assemblies came from

the right-wing radical group C14. The

leader of this organization Evgeny Karas

publicly recognized the fact of cooperation

with the SBU, and that "during rallies with

possible threats the security forces actually

ask them for help"21.

Great Patriotic War memorial events

On April 10 in Odessa during the celebration of the day of the liberation of the city from German 

fascist invaders there was an incident between activists of the "Kulikovo field" movement, who laid 

flowers at the monument to the Unknown Sailor, and activists from the local right-wing organizations, 

who indicatively burnt a St. George's ribbon on the Eternal flame. According to the leader of the 

"Kulikovo field" movement Maurice Ibrahim, his organization notified the local authorities about the 

event in advance.

Unlike in Odessa, in Kiev the police actually withdrew

from the protection of representatives of veteran

organizations during a peaceful meeting near the

Vatutin monument on 13 April, which was disrupted

by representatives of the nationalist organization C14.

Ultra-right nationalists blocked access to the monument,

poured paint on both it and the participants of the

event, voiced public threats and insults towards the

veterans, and sprayed the audience with tear gas. An

elderly woman was hospitalized with an eye burn.

According to eyewitnesses, the police took a position of

non-interference. As a result of the event, one of the

representatives of C14 was detained, but released on the

same day without charge.

© 2018 Ukrainian human rights platform 
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On May 9 in Kiev and in the regions of Ukraine mass events in honor of the 73rd anniversary of the

victory in the Great Patriotic War took place, which, according to the National Police, was attended by

more than 365,000 people. Independent observers said that several millions of participants attended. The

team of the human rights platform "Uspishna Varta", together with partners, monitored the observance of

the right of Ukrainians to hold peaceful meetings in Kiev, Odessa, Nikolaev, Dnepr, Zaporozhye,

Kharkov, Lvov, Kramatorsk, and other cities.22
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23Article 173-3 "Production and promotion of the St. George’s (guards) ribbon" was introduced in the Code of administrative offences of 

Ukraine in May 2017. For this violation an administrative fine in the amount of 850 to 2550 hryvnia is imposed. In the event of repeated 

violation during the year, the fine increases to 2550-5100 hryvnia, or administrative arrest can be applied for up to 15 days. In general, the 

prohibition of Soviet symbols according to the adopted law "on condemnation of the Communist and National-Socialist (Nazi) totalitarian 

regimes in Ukraine and the prohibition of propaganda of their symbols" dated May 15, 2015 contradicts Article 10 (Freedom of expression) 

and 11 (Freedom of assembly and association) of the European Convention on Human Rights. International organizations and human 

rights defenders have repeatedly drawn attention to this in their reports.
24 https://uspishna-varta.com/ru/novyny/valentin-lukiyanik-napavshie-na-menya-radikaly-iz-s14-vypolnyali-zadanie-administratsii-

prezidenta
25 http://spzh.news/ru/news/53501-v-dnepre-aktivisty-napali-na-verujushhih-protestovavshih-protiv-jepc

During the celebration of May 9, 2018, the police detained 28

people. Administrative reports were written for the wearing of

ribbons in respect of 16 of them23. In particular, the human

rights activist and head of the Institute of Legal Policy and

Social Protection Elena Berezhnaya was detained in Kiev

during the peaceful march in memory of the "Immortal

regiment". According to her, before the rally she was attacked

by representatives of a right-wing radical group, and then she

was detained by the police. The lawyers of Berezhnaya filed a

statement with the Prosecutor's office on the fact of

hooliganism and bodily harm by yet unidentified persons

(Article 122 and Part 2 of Article 296 of the Criminal Code), as

well as on the fact of the official negligence of the police

officers that did not stop this criminal activity.

Protests of parishioners of the Ukrainian Orthodox

Church against autocephaly

On April 26 in Kiev radicals from the C14 group attacked

the Orthodox public figure and chairman of the Kiev

Orthodox brotherhood of the Archangel St. Michael

Ukrainian Orthodox Christian Church (UOC) Valentin

Lukiyanik24. He is known for his active position during the

protection of the Desyatinny Monastery, as well as pickets

outside the Presidential Administration and the Cabinet of

Ministers against autocephaly. Two years ago, on May 9, the

apartment of the activist was set on fire. Lukyanik informed

the human rights platform “Uspishna Varta” that one of the

attackers "clearly stated that he had been ‘sent by the

Presidential Administration’” after the picket against

autocephaly.

During the protest action of parishioners of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church against autocephaly in Dnepr

on May 22, a group of "activists" pushed and provoked a fight with believers of the UOC and gathered

outside the walls of the Dnepr regional council. When one of the believers unfolded a poster with the

inscription "The Kiev Patriarchate is not worthy of autocephaly," the "activists" who arrived in advance to

the place of the rally ripped up the poster, and a man was knocked down to the floor25.
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Meetings with social and economic demands

On May 1st in the major cities of Ukraine May Day processions and demonstrations took place, which were
organized by left-wing parties and representatives of trade unions. The rallies didn’t take place without small
provocations, but the police generally managed to ensure order and the rights of the demonstrators. In Nikolaev
on the eve of the march, unknown persons poured Zelenka on the organizer of the demonstration, and in
Kharkov, the participants of the procession were doused with kefir. In Odessa the May Day demonstration was
partially disrupted, representatives of radical organizations blocked the road to the rally for the participants of
the meeting when they decided to walk to Kulikovo field. After a verbal altercation, the parties separated.
Public threats from nationalist organizations (primarily C14), as well as the detention of potential participants in
these events by the SBU led to a significant reduction in the number of peaceful demonstrators. Fearing for
their lives and freedom, people refuse to express their views publicly, which does not contribute to pluralism of
opinions and beliefs in Ukraine26.

26. https://uspishna-varta.com/ru/novyny/kak-v-ukraine-proshli-pervomajskie-mitingi-i-demonstratsii

27 https://uspishna-varta.com/ru/novyny/kak-v-odesse-proshli-pamyatnye-meropriyatiya-zhertv-2-maya

28. https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Countries/UA/ReportUkraineFev-May2018_RU.pdf

On 19 June more than 1,500 miners, Chernobyl victims,

and military pensioners held a meeting outside the building

of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine with the demand to restore

benefits and waive debts on social payments. The protesters

blocked Grushevsky Street, broke through the police cordon,

and attempted to storm the Parliament, using batons and tear

gas against law enforcement bodies. As a result, five law

enforcement officers were injured, and two protesters were

detained.

Memorial days in Odessa (May 2)

Following the results of monitoring the situation on May 2 in

Odessa, the observers of "Uspishna Varta" came to the

conclusion that in general law enforcement bodies managed to

ensure the right of citizens to hold peaceful meetings, not to

allow conflict situations, and the meetings took place without

serious offenses. Only a few incidents were recorded: people

who came to honor the memory of those who died outside

the building of the House of Trade Unions entered into verbal

skirmishes with representatives of right-wing radical

organizations. In the evening, in the center of Odessa there

was a column "March of Ukrainian order", organized by the

"Svoboda" party, "Right Sector", and "National Druzhina".

During the movement of the column, xenophobic and anti-

Semitic slogans were recorded, which were chanted by the

participants of the March27.

The tragedy of May 2 in Odessa, which resulted in the deaths of 48 people, still remains unsolved; the 

persons responsible for the death of 48 people have not yet been punished. As was noted by the UN 

OHCHR in its 22nd report, the investigation and judicial proceedings concerning the aforementioned acts 

of violence remained one-sided and focused on the prosecution of the "supporters of federalization" who 

participated in the clashes. Moreover, the failure to prevent several high-ranking officials of the Internal 

Affairs bodies and the emergency service from leaving the country has led to the inability to bring them to 

responsibility28.
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Events and meetings concerning LGBT topics are systematically attacked by right-wing radical
organizations.

On May 10 in Kiev, representatives of ultra-right nationalist organizations disrupted the lecture "Attack on
LGBT rights as a form of censorship: the experience of Russia". According to the testimony of those
present, among the attackers there was the Chairman of the Kiev branch of “Right Sector”29.

On May 16 in Zaporozhye, during the public action in support of the LGBT community "rainbow
flashmob 2018", an unknown person threw a firecracker into the crowd. The patrol police of Zaporozhye
reported about there being one victim as a result of the explosion.

29. https://amnesty.org.ru/ru/2018-05-16-ukraine/

30. https://amnesty.org.ru/ru/2018-05-16-ukraine/

31. https://t.me/C14_news/3780

32. https://uspishna-varta.com/ru/novyny/kievskoj-policii-udalos-predotvratit-provokacii-radikalov-vo-vremya-marsha-ravenstva

33. https://vesti-ukr.com/kiev/293192-v-kieve-radikaly-okruzhili-upravlenie-patrulnoj-politsii-obnovljaetsja

On May 17 activists of Ukrainian right-wing radical

groups, such as “C14”, “Tradition and Order”,

“Right Sector”, "Monolit", and "Katekhon", held

the action "Nationalists against the leftists from

Amnesty”.

On June 17, in the center of Kiev a march of

equality took place, which was attended by

representatives of the LGBT community,

diplomats, and human rights activists. In order to

avoid clashes with the opponents of this

procession, security and law and order provided

5,000 law enforcement officers in the streets.

Despite the fact that the police blocked the center of

the capital since dawn, several representatives of the

right-wing radical organization C1430 managed to get

to the place of the parade and block the road on the

route of the march. The ultranationalists who entered

into a conflict with the police used pepper spray. The

police detained 56 people who participated in the

clashes with the participants of the march. In

response to the actions of the police, the right-wing

radicals blocked several roads with the demand to

release the detained nationalists.

The chief of police of Kiev Andrey Krishchenko reported that during the passage of the march of equality,

11 people were injured, including five police officers and six civilians. He also said that almost all the

detainees were released by the police31.

In response, on June 21 activists of the nationalist organizations C14, "Right Sector", and "National

Druzhina" blocked the office of the patrol police of Kiev, demanding the resignation of the head of the

patrol police of the city Yury Zozulya32.
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Opposition political parties continue to face obstacles being placed in front of their activities by the state,

both at the level of registration procedures (Ministry of Justice) and in connection with pressure coming

from law enforcement bodies.

On June 20, 2018, the district administrative court of Kiev accepted for consideration the claim of the

Ministry of Justice of Ukraine against the political party "Uspishna Kraina" to ban (forced dissolution)

the party and opened proceedings. The Ministry of Justice filed the lawsuit on the initiative of the Prosecutor

General's office of Ukraine in the person of the Deputy Prosecutor General - Chief Military Prosecutor

Anatoly Matios. Previously, Matios through his public statements has repeatedly demonstrated a biased

negative attitude towards the party "Uspishna Kraina" and its leader A. Klimenko. The party "Uspishna

Kraina" states that since the creation of the party (2014) and to this day, the Ministry of Justice has not

established any violations in the course of monitoring compliance with the requirements of the Constitution

of Ukraine and the laws of Ukraine. The party demands to declare the lawsuit as illegal and as being contrary

to the Constitution of Ukraine, and from the leadership of the General Prosecutor's office – to conduct a

disciplinary investigation into the activities of Anatoly Matios and to remove him from his post33.

The monitoring of the human rights platform "Uspishna Varta" also recorded systemic pressure being put

on left organizations and parties in Ukraine by law enforcement and right-wing radical

organizations.

On April 26, radicals from the C14 group poured paint over the leader of the Progressive Socialist Party

Nataliya Vitrenko when she and her colleagues came to a meeting in the district administrative court.

On the eve of the Victory Day celebration on May 9, 2018, the Security Service of Ukraine conducted a

series of searches in these organizations. On May 8 the SBU carried out a search at the apartment of the

head of Komsomol of Ukraine Mikhail Kononovich in Kiev. In a conversation with the coordinator of

"Uspishna Varta" Kononovich said that after the search, the SBU investigators in an informal conversation

"recommended" not to carry out anything on May 9 and not to participate in processions.

On the same day members of the right-wing radical organization "National Druzhina" attacked the office of

the public organization "Labour of the Kharkov region" in Kharkov. The leader of the organization Pavel

Tishchenko also connects the pogrom with the events planned by his organization for May 9. On the

evening of May 9 the Communist Party office in Chernigov was attacked and representatives of the radical

C14 group took responsibility for it.

34. https://uspishna-varta.com/ru/novyny/zachistka-oppozicii-nakanune-vyborov-minyust-hochet-zapretit-partiyu-usp%D1%96shna-
kra%D1%97na

On May 8, the SBU announced searches at the residence of the

leaders of the Communist Party in Kiev and the Kiev region.

According to the agency, during the investigation they found

"propaganda materials with prohibited symbols of the Communist

totalitarian regime", which was planned to be used on May 9 to

destabilize the socio-political situation in the country. The party’s

leader Petro Simonenko was summoned for questioning after the

search, which lasted more than 7 hours.
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As a reminder, the activities of the Communist Party of Ukraine were banned by the order of the Ministry of

Justice of Ukraine on July 23, 2015. Representatives of the party challenged the decision of the Ministry of

Justice in court and sent a complaint to the ECHR. International organizations, including the OSCE, the

UN, and Amnesty International have repeatedly highlighted the fact that the ban on the Communist Party in

Ukraine is a violation of freedom of expression and association, and recommended its revision.
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According to human rights activists, all of the aforementioned facts point to increased pressure being put on

public organizations and parties with an alternative ideology, as well as the systematic violation of the right to

freedom of association and peaceful assembly and freedom of opinion by law enforcement agencies and

right-wing nationalist organizations in Ukraine34.

During April-June 2018, representatives of the opposition political forces from the so-called “pro-

European" spectrum also reported that they were subjected to searches in their offices and in their

representative offices.

On 10 April, the SBU raided the party office and charity organisation of Nadezhda Savchenko, who is

charged with interacting with the leaders of the "L/DPR" militants and preparing a terrorist act in the

Parliament.

On May 3 the party "Movement of New Forces" (led by the politician M. Saakashvili, who was deported

from Ukraine) reported that the SBU had conducted searches and interrogated the coordinators of the

Dnepr and Boryspol branches of the party. The party's lawyer said that security forces are intimidating active

members of the political force, and people are being pressured. In conversations the employees of the SBU

hinted that they were monitoring the activists and know who was involved in what party activities.

On 16 May 13 investigators from the SBU in masks and with dogs came to search the Kiev office of the

regional organization of the all-Ukrainian Association "Batkivshchyna" (Yuliya Tymoshenko). This was

announced by the people's deputy Aleksandra Kuzhel.

35. https://uspishna-varta.com/ru/novyny/sud-obyazal-vozbudit-ugolovnoe-proizvodstvo-v-otnoshenii-lidera-s14-evgeniya-karasya

The human rights platform "Uspishna Varta" continues to carry out

monitoring concerning the case of the Kharkov deputy Andrey Lesik (social

movement "Ukrainian choice"). As a reminder, in 2017 two criminal cases

were initiated against Andrey Lesik. According to the first one, he was accused

of infringing on territorial integrity (Part 2 of Article 110). In March 2018, the

court returned the case to the Prosecutor's office for revision, as it considered

the accusation to be unfounded. The second case concerns the beating up of

SBU employees, which Lesik allegedly did in December 2017. The court

continues to consider the issue of electing a preventive measure. On May 3,

the judges considered only the measure of restraint in the form of house

arrest, which was extended for another 60 days.

"Uspishna Varta" also continues to monitor the judicial process in the case of the head of the organization

"Anti-Corruption Action Center" Vitaly Shabunin. He is charged under Part 2 of Article 345-1 of the

Criminal Code of Ukraine "Threating or acting violently against a journalist". If the guilt of the activist is

proven, he risks five years of imprisonment. A number of Ukrainian lawyers and human rights defenders

claim that the case is politically motivated.

© 2018 Ukrainian human rights platform 
"Uspishna varta"

THE RIGHT TO FREEDOM OF ASSOCIATION

https://uspishna-varta.com/ru/novyny/zachistka-oppozicii-nakanune-vyborov-minyust-hochet-zapretit-partiyu-usp%D1%96shna-kra%D1%97na
https://uspishna-varta.com/ru/novyny/sud-obyazal-vozbudit-ugolovnoe-proizvodstvo-v-otnoshenii-lidera-s14-evgeniya-karasya


THE RIGHT TO POLITICAL PARTICIPATON

24

The legal framework for elections in Ukraine after 2014 remains fragmented and contains gaps and

inaccuracies. On November 7, 2017, people's deputies voted in the first reading for the draft Electoral

code, which unites 5 electoral laws: on the election of the President, on the election of people's deputies,

on local elections, on the Central Election Commission, and on the state register of voters. On 19 March

2018, the speaker of the Parliament, Andrey Parubiy, expressed his hope that the amendments35 to the

draft Electoral code would be considered by the Committee on Legal Policy and Justice as soon as

possible. Changes to the legislation can be made only one year before elections.

The new composition of the Central Election Commission (CEC), which is the main body that

ensures the implementation and protection of citizens' electoral rights, as well as the uniform application

of the electoral law, still hasn’t been approved in Parliament. The current composition of the CEC has

been working since 2007, and the issue of their re-election is long overdue. After numerous

recommendations from international organizations, on 18 April the Committee of the Verkhovna Rada

supported the proposal of the President Poroshenko to dismiss 13 members of the CEC and

recommended that the Parliament consider 14 new candidates proposed by the President on the

recommendations of factions and groups. As of July 10, the new composition of the CEC has not been

approved by the Parliament.

The issue of the voting rights for internally displaced persons (IDPs) from Donbass and Crimea

also remains unresolved. As was highlighted by the OHCHR in its 22nd report, due to the complexities of

the voter registration system, more than 1.5 million IDPs risk significant difficulties during the presidential

and parliamentary elections. In addition, IDPs are denied the right to vote in local elections because their

place of residence is registered on territory controlled by armed groups. According to Article 8 of the Law

of Ukraine "On the state register of voters", the electoral address of a citizen is the address at which their

residence is registered. Thus, IDPs whose registered electoral address is located on territory controlled by

armed groups cannot vote in local elections. Draft law No. 6240 and the draft Electoral code, which are

currently under consideration, if adopted, will address the issue of IDP electoral rights.

Citizens living in villages along the contact line specified in the resolution of the Cabinet of Ministers No.

1085 cannot participate in elections at their place of residence, as the elections will not be organized there

because of security restrictions. In order to be included in the state register of voters, these residents may

register in neighboring settlements, but in this case they will lose their registration in their native village.

Ensuring full voting rights for internally displaced persons is essential for the legitimacy of the electoral

process and is an important prerequisite for achieving sustainable peace and long-term reconciliation.

Instead of addressing these important issues, attempts have been made to increase accountability for

electoral law violations. Thus, on 13 April, the government bill "on amendments to some legislative acts

regarding the strengthening of responsibility for violations of electoral legislation" (No. 8270) was

submitted to the Parliament. "Uspishna Varta" insists that the bill should be submitted for discussion to

the public, human rights activists, and representatives of political parties. In general, while welcoming the

intention to increase the transparency of the electoral process, we have to state that a number of

provisions of the draft law raise concerns about their use as a tool to fight against political opposition in

the upcoming parliamentary elections in 2019.

35 The Electoral code received a record number of amendments: 4200.
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On April 29, 2018, elections will be held in Ukraine in 40 joint territorial communities: 4 urban, 14 village,

and 22 rural. A number of political forces reported the application of pressure and the deprivation of their

representatives’ constitutional right to be elected in local self-government bodies.

The “Spravedlivist” socio-political movement of Valentin Nalyvaichenko declared a gross violation of the

right to participate in elections in connection with the decision of the Vinnytsia administrative Court of

Appeal, by which the judges cancelled the registration of 27 activists of the movement as candidates for the

position of a deputy of the City Council of Zastavnov in the Chernovtsi region. The “Spravedlivist”

movement called the court's decision groundless36.

People's deputies from the "Batkivshchyna" party complained to the head of the Verkhovna Rada about the

persecution of members of precinct election commissions and their candidates. The deputies also gave

concrete examples of governmental interference in the electoral process, which is a gross violation of one of

their fundamental human rights - to freely elect and be elected into state and local self-government bodies37.

The Committee of Voters of Ukraine (CVU) said that the elections on 29 April were "the most dirty campaign

in the history of elections in joint territorial communities", starting in October 201538. Political parties and

candidates set a "record" for both the frequency and the scale of voter bribery. In addition, state officials

attempted to interfere in the electoral process (the so-called administrative resource).

36 http://www.spravedlyvist.com.ua/news/11759
37 https://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/2018/04/16/7177805/
38 https://www.facebook.com/oleksiykoshel/posts/1829146553810901
39 In the elections in this joint territorial community in November 2017, the victory was won by the representatives of the 

"Batkivshchyna" party, but the lawsuit of the representatives of the "Bloc of Petro Poroshenko" filed in the court cancelled the election 

results in a few days
40 https://uspishna-varta.com/ru/novyny/vybory-v-cebrikovo-odesskaya-obl-minirovanie-uchastkov-i-potasovki-s-policiej

.

On 3 June during extraordinary local joint territorial

community elections in the village of Tsebrykovo

near Odessa
39

there were a number of conflict

situations and clashes with the police, and the National

Guard cordoned off the town. Elections in

Tsebrykovo demonstrated new power technologies

for the disruption of elections, including law

enforcement raids on polling stations under the pretext

of mining or the threat of poisoning. In view of the

approaching presidential elections in Ukraine in March

2019, these trends cause human rights defenders and

observers to be seriously concerned
40

.

The European court suggested to the Ukrainian government to enter into an agreement with "lustrated"

officials, fired in accordance with the "Law on the purification of power" (2014). This law, we will

remind, has been repeatedly recognized as discriminatory and as being in violation of the human rights of both

Ukrainian and international organizations. By its decision, the ECHR gave Ukraine the opportunity to resolve

the dispute without making a final judicial decision, which may negatively affect the reputation of Ukraine and

cause significant financial losses to the state budget. The government's reaction has not yet followed.

Meanwhile, officials dismissed under this law continue to fight for their rights in the ECHR and in the

Ukrainian courts. On April 18, the Odessa administrative Court of Appeal decided to reinstate the former

Prosecutor of the Primorsky district of Odessa Aleksandr Kuzmenko, who had previously been dismissed

within the framework of the law "On the purification of power".
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State interference in the affairs of the Church. The theme of autocephaly and the creation of a united

local Church was actualised by President Poroshenko in April 2018 during a meeting with parliamentary

factions. On April 19, 2018 the Verkhovna Rada supported the appeal to the Ecumenical Patriarch

Bartholomew about the autocephaly of the Orthodox Church in Ukraine, which was presented by Petro

Poroshenko.

The statements of the President of Ukraine and the decisions of the Parliament, the numerous visits of

diplomatic delegations of Ukraine to Istanbul, and the meetings between the Patriarch of Constantinople

and state officials allow to conclude that this topic has ceased to be an internal matter of the Church, and that

active political and administrative pressure is being put on priests and believers of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church in order to

force them to adopt the project of establishing the EOC in the format that is considered correct by the presidential political circles.

This situation is the unacceptable interference of state officials in the internal affairs of the Church, which is

not only separated from the State, but also has the right to maintain its status, including legal and canonical

status. In accordance with international legal standards and European practice, the form and method of the

canonical connection of the Church to religious foreign centers is an internal matter of religious confession

and constitutes the religious identity of believers. The confession of religious belief in the composition of a

particular Church is the subjective right to freedom of religion, and every person has the right to choose his

or her Church according to his or her own selection criteria, including canonicality in particular.

Human rights defenders note that the right to freedom of conscience and religion is restricted by state

officials, who exert illegal pressure on believers, forcing them to abandon the legitimate forms of expressing

their opinion in relation to issues of concern to them. In some cases the threats and the facts the

"prophylactic" talks with law enforcement officials in order to block the initiatives of believers expressing

their opinion on the creation of the EOC have been documented.

One of the directions that illegal pressure is being applied is the demand from a number of civil servants and

politicians to change the name of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church, adding the belonging to the Moscow

Patriarchate, as well as to change the organizational status of the UOC to the Exarchate of the Moscow

Patriarchate. Such demands are not legal and can not be achieved either by administrative or compulsory

legal decisions, as these issues are within the scope of civil law and can be solved only by the decision of the

leading bodies of the UOC.

Litigation continues in relation to the canonical ownership of churches and religious buildings of the UOC

community located in Western Ukraine (Rovno, Ternopol, Volyn regions), as well as in other regions.

According to human rights activists, we are talking about more than 50 religious communities.

41 More detail on the situation with the Church in the village of Pticha in the report of the NGO "Obshchestvennaya pravozashchita” 
https://www.protiktor.com/рус/дело-c-птича/

.

One example of the seizure of temples of the Ukrainian

Orthodox Church is the situation in the village of

Ptitcha in the Rovno region41. After the capture of the

temple with the participation of "Right Sector" in

December 2014, in 2016-2017 the community of the

Kiev Patriarchate unsuccessfully initiated a number of

proceedings with the aim of abolishing the right of

communities of the UOC to own the building of the

temple: all the claims were rejected by the court.
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43. https://uspishna-varta.com/ru/video/view/51

44. https://www.ukrinform.ru/rubric-society/2481438-sud-obazal-minkult-povtorno-rassmotret-ustavy-11-organizacij-upc-mp.html

.

On April 2, 2018, the arrest of the Church in the village of Pticha was cancelled by a court decision, but on
the same day unknown armed persons seized the Church building. The police officers that arrived at the
scene organized the protection of the captured building and prevented the legal owner - the community of
the UOC - from entering the territory and the main building of the temple, at the same time taking no
action to detain the offenders. On April 3, according to law enforcement agencies, the building of the
temple was again seized as a part of new criminal proceedings.

The police are investigating 2 criminal proceedings (from December 2015 and April 2018), the results of the
investigation concerning violent confrontations near the temple in Pticha haven’t yet been reported by the
police.

The judicial practice of changing the religious affiliation of churches is different. Thus, the trial concerning
the legitimacy of holding a meeting and forming a community of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the
Kiev Patriarchate in the village of Kotyuzhyny in the Ternopol region continues (the first instance was won
by the KP, an appeal is now being considered). The appeal administration of the Lvov region cancelled the
registration of the Charter of the UOC-KP community in the village of Novostav in the Ternopol region.

The fight of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church
community for the canonical belonging of the Svyato-
Stretensky Church in the city of Konstantinovka
(Donetsk region) continues for the third year. On
June 19, the panel of judges of the Supreme Court
decided to cancel the decisions of the courts of
previous instances and refused to satisfy the claims of
the Gorlovka Diocese of the UOC for formal reasons
(the claim was filed by someone whose interests do not
violate the appealed decision of the parochial
assembly). A claim has already been filed on behalf of a
person whose interests, in the opinion of the Supreme
Court, were violated - the diocesan Bishop, the claim
has been accepted for consideration and a hearing has
been scheduled for August 7. The human rights
platform "Uspishna Varta" is offering legal support for
the case42.

Discriminatory policies towards the UOC are also implemented also at the level of government policy. The

Ministry of Culture does not grant the status of a legal entity and does not provide for the registration of

amendments to the statutes of legal entities, the founder of which is the Kiev metropolis of the Ukrainian

Orthodox Church. On 10 June, in relation to the lawsuit of the UOC, the Kiev district administrative court

obliged the Ministry of Culture to re-examine the statutes of 11 religious organizations of the UOC, namely

8 monasteries and 3 religious offices. In addition, the court decision from June 10 recognized both the

returning of the statutes for revision and the inactivity of the Ministry of Culture regarding the registration

of the statutes as illegal. The Ministry announced its intention to challenge the decision of the court43.
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45. https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Countries/UA/ReportUkraineFev-May2018_RU.pdf
46. https://korrespondent.net/city/odessa/3966952-v-odesse-sostoialsia-marsh-ukraynskoho-poriadka
47. https://1plus1.video/unian-novosti/2018-god/aprel-zyavilosya-video-rozgonu-romskogo-taboru-na-lisij-gori
48. http://amnesty.org.ua/nws/amnesty-international-vimagaye-rozsliduvati-pogrom-taboru-romiv-na-lisij-gori-u-kiyevi/

.

25% of all violations of political rights and freedoms recorded by the human rights platform "Uspishna
Varta" in April-June 2018 involved right-wing radical organizations, primarily C14, as well as "National
Druzhina", "Bratstvo", "Right Sector", etc.

The OHCHR documented 22 cases of discrimination, hate speech, and/or violence directed at persons
belonging to minorities or those holding alternative, special social, or political opinions between 16 February
and 15 May44. At the same time, in 21 cases violence was committed by members of ultra-right groups, who
appear to have acted with impunity. The police and the State Prosecutor's office did not prevent acts of
violence, did not properly characterize them as hate crimes, did not effectively investigate discriminatory
crimes, and did not prosecute the perpetrators, which violates the right to equally not be discriminated
against in view of the law and leads to an atmosphere of impunity and a lack of justice for victims.

The problem of the existence of paramilitary units in the composition of ultra-right and public parties,
the prohibition of which is provided for in Article 37 of the Constitution of Ukraine, remains unresolved.

Ultra-right organizations conduct mass
actions and marches with a military
character. So, on May 2 in Odessa (the day in
memory of those who died on Kulikovo
field in 2014) a march was held by Ukrainian
right-wing radical organizations under the
name "March of Ukrainian order”. About
1000 representatives of “National Corpus”,
“Svoboda”, “Right Sector”, and other
organizations attended it. During the march
the head the local branch of the organization
"Right Sector" Tatiyana Soykina stated,
"Ukraine will belong to Ukrainians, and not
to yids or oligarchies". Only after Jewish
organizations made appeals and the situation
was publicized did the police initiate criminal
proceedings in connection with anti-Semitic
slogans. Legal proceedings were recorded in
accordance with the Article on violations of
the racial and national equality of citizens45.

A number of district administrations of Kiev signed a Memorandum of partnership and cooperation with
the public formation "Munitsipalynaya varta", which is headed by a representative of the C14 group.
The leader of this organization Evgeny Karas was elected as a member of the public council at the National
Anti-Corruption Bureau (NABU). It is precisely the C14 organization that took responsibility for the
pogrom of the Romani camp in Lysa Gora in Kiev in the night of April 20 to 21. Initially, police officials
denied that the pogrom happened, claiming that "activists" from C14 carried out cleaning-up at the site of
the abandoned Romani camp. A number of Ukrainian TV channels controlled by the Presidential
Administration also reported that this cleaning-up happened and broadcasted the comments of C14. After
the publication of the video of pogrom

46
, which documented the persecution of children and women by

people armed with gas sprays and bats, Amnesty International
47

, as well as the US Embassy in Ukraine,
demanded from the Ukrainian authorities to investigate this incident.
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49. https://www.pravda.com.ua/news/2018/05/23/7181107/

50. https://uspishna-varta.com/ru/novyny/sud-obyazal-vozbudit-ugolovnoe-proizvodstvo-v-otnoshenii-lidera-s14-evgeniya-karasya

51. https://www.hrw.org/news/2018/06/14/joint-letter-ukraines-minister-interior-affairs-and-prosecutor-general-concerning

52. http://www.un.org.ua/ua/informatsiinyi-tsentr/news/4374-ukraina-oon-zaklykaie-uriad-efektyvno-rozsliduvaty-vsi-napady-na-

predstavnykiv-menshyn

The pogroms of Romani camps took place in other regions of Ukraine too. In the night from 22 to 23
May a similar attack on a Romani camp happened in the village of Bolshaya Berezovitsa in the Ternopol
region. An eyewitness of the events said that she and fellow villagers were attacked by a group of unknown
persons - about 15 people who opened fire, shouted, and tried to assault them. At the time of the attack
there were 7 adults and 33 children in the Romani camp. The representative of the local police stated to
journalists that nobody was detained in connection with the attack48.

On May 27, in Kiev, representatives of nationalist organizations attacked the boutiques of representatives of
Caucasus nationality in the "Darynok" market in Kiev and threw stones at them.

On June 7 there was another attack on the Romani camp in Goloseevsky Park of Kiev. The radical
nationalist organization "National Druzhina" claimed responsibility for the attack. And on June 24 in Lvov
as a result of the attack of members of a right-wing radical organization on the Romani camp, 1 person was
killed, and three others received heavy wounds. The police found and detained 7 young Lvov residents and
the organizer of the attack.

The inaction of the police and the absence of punishment for pogroms and ethnic attacks will continue to
generate a new wave of xenophobia and hate speech in Ukraine.

Only after there was a significant public and international response on July 10 did the police report
suspicion to the C14 coordinator Sergey Mazur concerning the pogrom of the Romani settlement in Lysa
Gora in Kiev. On July 18 the Goloseevsky court of Kiev elected a measure of restraint for him in the form
of around-the-clock house arrest for two months.

Law enforcement bodies refuse to investigate other

episodes involving C14 and other right-wing radical

organizations. On May 5 in Kiev, representatives of

C14 illegally detained the citizen of Brazil Rafael

Lusvarghi, who was earlier a defendant in a criminal

case for aiding terrorism, and was released by the

decision of the Ukrainian court. Representatives of

C14 illegally detained Lusvarghi and subjected him to

humiliation and physical abuse.

The lawyer of Lusvarghi Valentin Rybin on May 18 obtained a decision from the court that obliges the

head investigative department of the SBU to register information into the unified register of pre-trial

investigations concerning the facts of members of C14, headed by Evgeny Karas, committing criminal

offenses under Articles 258 (terrorist act) and 146 (illegal imprisonment) and to start the pre-trial

investigation49. Immediately after the court’s decision, the personal data of the lawyer Rybin was published

on the "Mirotvorets" website.

Human rights activists unanimously agree that the tolerant attitude of the authorities towards radicals

actually legalized their aggression in relation to Ukrainian citizens and public organizations. “Freedom

House”, “Amnesty international”, and “Front line defenders” in an open appeal50 (14 June) called on

Prosecutor General Yury Lutsenko and Interior Minister Arsen Avakov to condemn the aggression of

radicals and to conduct effective investigations into their attacks. The UN also called on the Ukrainian

authorities to take urgent measures to protect Romani communities, LGBT activists, and other minorities

who are subjected to cruel attacks and harassment51.
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https://www.hrw.org/news/2018/06/14/joint-letter-ukraines-minister-interior-affairs-and-prosecutor-general-concerning
http://www.un.org.ua/ua/informatsiinyi-tsentr/news/4374-ukraina-oon-zaklykaie-uriad-efektyvno-rozsliduvaty-vsi-napady-na-predstavnykiv-menshyn
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THE HUMAN RIGHTS PLATFORM “USPISHNA VARTA”

The All-Ukrainian Association "Uspishna Varta" is a human rights platform that unites lawyers,

public figures, and volunteers with the aim of defending the political and civil rights and freedoms of the

citizens of Ukraine, as well as supporting people and organizations that are persecuted for their political

beliefs. It was created at the initiative and with the support of the Ukrainian politician and public figure

Aleksandr Klymenko.

On April 26 at the initiative of the "Uspishna Varta"

platform a meeting of human rights defenders took place

in Kiev, during which well-known Ukrainian lawyers,

representatives of human rights organizations and political

parties, bloggers and journalists, as well as political prisoners

whose rights were defended by their joint efforts, were able

to gather and exchange their experiences and views.

On June 11 during the conference "Human Rights and

Media Freedom in Ukraine", organized by the “Die Linke”

faction in the Bundestag in Berlin, the head of "Uspishna

Varta" N. Natalina presented to German parliamentarians the

facts of human rights violations and handed over the report

"The Right to Freedom of Speech and Opinion in Ukraine:

monitoring of compliance in 2014-2018" prepared by the

experts of "Uspishna Varta".

On June 20, during a round table in Kiev the human rights

platform "Uspishna Varta", public and political figures, and

lawyers and former political prisoners discussed human rights

violations in Ukraine and the illegal actions of radical groups

and the authorities.

On June 26, 2018 in Kiev, representatives of "Uspishna Varta"

took part in the conference "Strengthening the freedom and

pluralism of the media in Ukraine during the conflict in the

country and around it", organized by the Office of the OSCE

representative on freedom of the media Harlem Desir.

"Uspishna Varta" sends information about violations and reports about the

status of observance of political rights and freedoms in Ukraine to the

official Ukrainian authorities and representatives of the UN and OSCE

monitoring missions in Ukraine, the EU mission in Ukraine, as well as

embassies and diplomatic missions in Ukraine.
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